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tabulation is prepared in the following sections: 


STICS © 


This is a compilation of forest fire statistics covering the Calendar 

Year 1946 as reported to the United States Forest Service by its field 
offices, cooperating States, and the Department of the Interior, Soil 

Conservation Service, and Tennessee Valley Authority. 


The figures are shown separately by the individual States reporting and 
totals are also given for certain geographical groups of States. The 


@ SUMMARY OF FOREST FIRE STATISTICS FOR 1946 
Giving areas needing protection; areas protected and 
unprotected; number of fires, area burned, and esti- 
mated damage to both protected and unprotected forest 

lands (Pages 1 to 4). 


@ NUMBER OF FOREST FIRES BY CAUSE AND SIZE 
For protected areas only (Pages 5 to 8). 


@ AREAS BURNED AND ESTIMATED DAMAGE 
For protected areas only (Pages 9 to 12). 


The statistics shown are as complete as could be compiled from reports 
submitted by State and Federal protection agencies but no claim is made 
as to their completeness or accuracy. 


Since no field organizations are established in unprotected areas to re- 
port fires, the statistics on such unprotected areas are merely the 
best estimates by the States. They are likewise incomplete as no esti- 
mates could be obtained for Arizona, Idaho, Nebraska, North Dakota, and 
Wyoming. 


Toe estimates on fire damage should be used with caution. They admitted- 
ly are low because they fail to include the full and complete tang- 

ible and direct damage to timber and improvements as well as the vast 
amount of intangible and indirect losses resulting from forest fires, 
such as those caused by decay of fire damaged timber, replacement of 
desirable tree species by less valuable ones, soil deterioration and 
erosion, uncertain streamflow, destruction of game, interruption of 
tourist use and travel, and the like. 
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Prepared by 
Division of Cooperative Forest Protection - Forest Service 
U. S. Department of Agriculture - Washington, D.C. 
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